To Golfers’ Delight, Warm Weather
Means Tee Time in December
Unusually mild temperatures bring crowds to U.S. golf courses
By MATTHEW FUTTERMAN
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Matt McIntee, chief executive of Green Golf Partners, which
“It makes up for what was probably the worst spring we ever had
manages 18 courses mostly throughout the Midwest, had to shut
in this business with all the rain and cold,” Mr. Rehor said.
down a construction project last December because the ground was
Since most golf courses in colder regions budget for little, if any,
frozen solid. This year he’s scrambling to make sure all the carts stay
activity during the winter, the revenue is essentially found money for
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an industry that needs some good news.
so duffers get the same service in the weeks before Christmas that
Nationally, annual participation has remained flat of late, with
they’re used to in August.
about 25 million people playing at least one round in 2014, accord“It’s like winning the lottery for these golfers,” Mr. McIntee said.
ing to the National Golf Foundation.
“They don’t expect to be outside unless they are freezing on the way
In the Northeast and Midwest, business typically winds down
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ness development for the Golf Channel, which
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would remain off-limits—but not because of the weather.
“We had to staff up in customer service to
“I don’t know whether that would really work with the wife and
support the call volume,” he said.
family,” he said.
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